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 AP Language and Composition  
 

 

Liberty Common High School 

Course Syllabus 

Instructor:  Mrs. Renstrom 

mrenstrom@libertycommon.org 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION :  

 

This course demands competent engagement with significant non-fiction texts for the purpose of 

identifying, appreciating, and cultivating the essential aspects of logical and rhetorically 

compelling prose. The AP designation indicates that this course complies with the curricular 

requirements specified by the College Board. We will have the unique opportunity to look at 

some of the most superbly crafted arguments, speeches, debates, letters, and narratives in history, 

and we will use these to better our own understanding and use of the English language. 

 

WRITING EXPECTATIONS AND OBJECTIVES :  

 

Students are expected to enter the course with reasonable proficiency in clear, standard English, 

free of major grammatical and mechanical errors. During the year students should progress in 

their grammatical and rhetorical skills through the production of multiple drafts and paper 

revisions. Early in the course the instructor will provide feedback on drafts. This feedback will 

address word choice, grammar, tone, syntax, organization, analytical depth, and argumentative 

skill. Students are accountable for responding and adjusting to corrections. 

 

JOURNALS : 

 

Students must keep a reading journal or notebook. The purpose of this journal is to provide an 

organized record of particular exercises, terms and vocabulary development, summary and precis 

exercises, and seminar preparation. Exercises will include the practice and imitation of varying 

syntactical techniques (e.g. the additive or subordinating styles) and experimentation with 

different sentence structures. Students should not include notetaking from lecture.  Journals will 

be collected and graded quarterly. 

 

READINGS : 

 

We will read a variety of writings on various topics organized according to our forthcoming 

papers. In addition, we will read texts and excerpts from texts on logic, rhetoric, and style. These 

books include the following:  
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Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student (Corbett and Connors) 

The Office of Assertion (Crider) 

How to Write a Sentence (Fish) 

The Logic of Real Arguments (Fisher) 

They Say, I say (Graff, et al.) 

The Five Types of Legal Arguments (Huhn) 

Writing Arguments: A Rhetoric with Readings, 9
th

 ed. (Ramage, et al.) 

Argumentation and Critical Decision-Making, 7
th

 ed. (Reike, et al.) 

On Style (Lucas) 

The Ethics of Rhetoric (Weaver) 

 

Below are some of the articles and excerpts we will be reading by topic/essay. 

 

Logic and Definition: 

An Introduction to Traditional Logic (Sullivan) 

The Abolition of Man, C. S. Lewis 

 “What Is Art,” Leo Tolstoy (excerpts) 

“The Sublime and The Good,” Iris Murdoch (excerpts) 

 

Ethics and Controversy: 

 “A Defense of Moral Relativism,” Ruth Benedict 

“The Case for Moral Objectivism,” Louis Pojman 

“The Art of Controversy,” Ambrose Bierce 

 

Narrative: 

“The Auto-biography of Frederick Douglass”, Frederick Douglass 

“Two Ways of Seeing a River,” Mark Twain 

“Living Like Weasels,” Annie Dillard 

“A Piece of Chalk,” G. K. Chesterton 

“Broken Memories,” Edward Thomas 

“What I Think and Feel at 25,” F. Scott Fitzgerald 

“Death of A Moth,” Virginia Wolfe 

 

Education: 

“The Superstition of School,” G. K. Chesterton 

“On the Reading of Old Books,” C.S. Lewis 

“Against School,” John Taylor Gatto 

 “The Lost Tools of Learning” Dorothy Sayers 

“Of Studies,” Francis Bacon 

“On Studies” Samuel Johnson 

“On the Education of Youth in America,” Noah Webster 

“Of the Mode of Education Proper in A Republic,” Benjamin Rush 

“Proposals Relating to The Education of Youth in Pensilvania,” Ben Franklin 

“Not So Grand a Strategy,” E.D. Hirsch 
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Satire: 

“A Modest Proposal,” Jonathan Swift 

“Advice to Youth,” Mark Twain 

“Shaking Hands,” Edward Everett 

“On The Decay of the Art of Lying,” Mark Twain 

“Are The Rich Happy?” Stephen Leacock 

“Fart Proudly,” Benjamin Franklin 

“Increasing Number of Parents Opting to Have Children School-Homed,” The Onion 

 

Happiness: 

On The Meaning of Life, John Cottingham 

Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle (excerpts) 

 “Pleasure vs Happiness,” Roger Scruton 

Amusing Ourselves to Death, Neil Postman (excerpts) 

Question II (Treatise on Happiness), Aquinas 

“Loving your Enemies,” MLK Jr.  

The Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson, et al. 

“The Experience Machine,” Robert Nozick 

“Nostalgia, Novelty and Our Modern Boredom,” John Milbank 

 

ARGUMENT ANALYSES: 

 

For most reading assignments students must identify the following: 

· Thesis or Claim 

· Warrant and Backing 

· Evidence or Data 

· Tone or Attitude 

· Purpose 

· Audience and Occasion 

· Appeals: Logos, Ethos, Pathos 

· Presuppositions 

· Style (including rhetorical mode, rhetorical devices, diction, and syntax) 

· Use of detail to develop a general idea 

 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS :   

 

In response to each corrected paper, students must write in their journals a summary of the 

primary mechanical, organizational, and stylistic trends/errors in their papers. Students may 

revise papers with permission, but must do so if the instructor requires it. We will have several 

individual conferences throughout the year in order to develop strategies for improving each 

student’s capacity to write effective, eloquent prose. Feedback will include comments on 

argument, vocabulary, syntax, sentence structure, organization, tone, transitions, and the use of 

specific rhetorical techniques. 
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SHORT PAPERS :  

 

Definition: Students must write a paper defining a term such as Love, Belief, Anger, or 

Joy. The paper must consider alternative understandings and present logical and intuitive 

reasons for the definition. 

 

Narrative: Students will write a short, descriptive auto-biographical narrative in order to 

illustrate a significant moral insight or philosophical principle, or comment upon a 

current social or cultural trend. 

 

Satire: Students will compose an ironic essay on some topic for the sake of moral 

reflection, criticism, ridicule, or humor. Its tone can range from playful to severe, or even 

malicious. Subjects range from minor idiosyncrasies to major human failings, but 

generally attack vice and/or stupidity. 

 

Rhetorical Analysis: Describe, analyze, and evaluate a work of art, sculpture, 

architecture, music, film, or literature for its rhetorical power. Students will analyze the 

artist’s or author’s rhetorical techniques in light of the rhetorical situation triangle and/or 

the pisteis or rhetorical proof. This short paper will serve as a final examination 2
nd

 

semester. Each student will read his or her paper aloud to the class.  

  

FULL-LENGTH PAPERS:  

 

 

Researched Argument/Controversy Paper: This paper requires students to synthesize a 

variety of sources in developing and supporting an original argument. Students will 

choose one of the themes, and develop and defend a specific position. Students find two 

reputable sources that represent a contrary position, and at least one source that presents a 

supporting or complementary viewpoint. Each source must be suitably represented and 

addressed in the course of the overall argument. The student’s argument must be 

supported with evidence and clear chain of logical inferences. All sources should be 

correctly cited in footnotes. 

 

Expository Paper on Education: Students must engage directly with two articles that 

cover the same subject. For example, one might explicate two distinct understanding of 

wisdom expressed by two different authors, showing the underlying similarities and 

peculiar features of each operating definition. The purpose of this paper is to analyze key 

passages in each article and thereby demonstrate a sophisticated grasp of the central 

subjects. 

 

Meaning and Happiness Paper: Your last full-length paper for the year should address the 

concept of happiness, meaning, and/or personal well-being. Your paper must have a clear, 

consistent operative definition of happiness (or one of its reasonable synonyms), and 

should make an argument (both a positive and negative case) for some specific action, 

attitude, circumstance, choice, state of mind, orientation of will, etc. 
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Citation: All students will receive instruction in correct formatting and citation in keeping with 

the Modern Language Association (MLA). For proper MLA citations, students should consult the 

Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University.  

 

PRESENTATIONS AND D ISCUSSION : 

 

Students will read their short papers to the class and will give a formal speech (6-8 minutes) 

based on their full-length papers. Speeches will be graded for performance and effectiveness. In 

addition, students will participate in Socratic Seminars on the major readings. Seminar grades 

will be based on teacher observation and evidence of preparation for seminar (recorded in 

journals). 

 

RHETORICAL CRITICISM OF V ISUAL AND NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION :  

 

Some argue that visual media have become the dominant mode of persuasion and 

communication in modern society. It behooves us therefore to understand how depictions 

persuade us. We will look at examples of “visual” rhetoric including architecture, painting, 

sculpture, and film. Students will then choose a subject for rhetorical analysis from among an 

approved list of subjects, write an essay, and present the essay orally to the class as a final 

summation project for the year.  

 

PREPARATORY MEASURES :  

 

Throughout the year we will complete several practice exams, including in-class, timed essay 

prompts from previous AP exams. Students will also receive direct instruction and guided 

practice in analyzing and answering multiple choice questions as well as understanding essay 

prompts and fulfilling their requirements. 

 

GRADING : 

 

Full-length Papers:    35% 

Short Papers/Exams    25% 

Journal entries/Style Analyses: 20% 

Exam Prep   10% 

Presentations/Seminar:    10% 

 

All specific course requirements will fit under these categories. The exact organization may be 

subject to change. 

 

LATE POLICY:   

Homework: 1 day is 50% of earned credit, 2 days is 0%. 

For major assignments (such as papers and tests):  

1 day late is 10%off of earned credit 

2 days is 20% off of earned credit 
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3 days is 30% off of earned credit 

4 days is 0%. 

All papers must be completed to the to the instructor’s satisfaction in order to pass the class. 

Students who do not complete all papers will receive a maximum grade of 59% for the semester.  

NOTE ON PLAGIARISM :  Plagiarism of any kind or degree will not be tolerated in this class. 

Plagiarism means presenting the work (ideas, words, graphs, tables, images, etc.) of someone 

else as one's own. Anyone who is caught plagiarizing will automatically fail the assignment as 

well as face disciplinary action.  

 

Plagiarism will be covered as a topic in class. Students or parents wishing to learn more should 

consult the University of North Carolina Center at http://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-

tools/plagiarism/. 

 

 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM :  A google classroom will be set up to facilitate communication. The 

password will be provided by the instructor the first week of school.  


